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English 3:  

American Literature 
 

Instructor:                    Contact Information: 

Mr. Furguson                       bfurguson@lincoln.k12.nc.us 

Room 209                 (704) 736-1969 
 

Welcome to the English 3: American Literature course at North Lincoln High School. This course overview will give 
you, the student, and your parents an idea of what to expect this semester in our class. We will strive to improve skills 
in all modes of communication with a focus on some of the best efforts to entertain and inform by some of the most 
talented American (and some other nationalities’) authors to attempt to challenge their readers to evaluate their 
techniques, including the various and complex modes of figurative language, to gain deeper understanding of humanity, 
especially in relation to the proffered freedoms in a democracy needed to advance our country and its civilians beyond 
its autocratic predecessors. This course overview will give all interested parties an idea what to expect this semester in 
our class.  
 

Students, in preparation for your “Syllabus Quiz”, please peruse this syllabus; your ability to pass will enable you to 
procure your six passes (see below) for the semester. This is a literal assignment and quiz worth 10 points, and the 
assessment will be administered during the third week of class meetings, August 31 – September 4, 2020. 
  

Given the current circumstances, additions have been made throughout this syllabus. Two labels have been 

employed to indicate “Standard” and “Covid-19” procedures. 
 

What the Instructor Expect from Students: 
✓ Standard: Arrive on time. With seven minutes between classes, there is no viable reason for being late.  

✓ Standard: During those seven minutes between classes, take a minute or two to go to the restroom. DO NOT ASK 
THE INSTRUCTOR DURING YOUR SEVEN-MINUTE BREAK (especially a minute or two before the bell)! Get it 
done and be on time. 

✓ Standard: See attached NLHS Tardy Policy (page 6). 

✓ Covid-19: Mercy will be exercised during the first few weeks of classes. 
✓ STUDENTS HAVE SIX PASSES OUT OF THIS CLASS FOR THE ENTIRE SEMESTER. These passes will be 

received when page 5 of this syllabus is initialed, signed, and returned and upon receiving a passing grade on the 
“Syllabus Quiz”. 

➢ These passes are to be used ONLY for unavoidable, necessary trips out of the classroom.  
➢ These passes are to be used during whole class instruction, discussion, or any other time students are 

expected to be working.  
➢ Simply fill in the necessary details, make it visible to the instructor, and quietly leave and return promptly. The used pass is to 

be given to the instructor upon returning.  
➢ If it is time for class work, and a student is finished with the assignment, then he/she may ask to be 

excused to go to the bathroom, library, etc. without using one of the six passes. 
➢ Napping in class will cost a bathroom pass plus additional points for persistence. 
➢ It is the student’s responsibility to keep these passes throughout the ENTIRE semester and use them only 

when necessary. If leaving the classroom is vital to your livelihood, they should be treated like the last six 
slices of bread to sustain your life for the next five months and the rules governing their consumption 
should be the recipe for your favorite sandwich. 

✓ Be prepared every day. This means having a pen or pencil, notebook, paper, and required reading materials. If 
unprepared, points are deducted from the student’s grade; students are on their own to mooch from classmates or 
the blue NLHS container at the side of the classroom. These items are intuitively obvious requirements for class.  

✓ KEEP THE AISLES CLEAR! 
✓ Respect everyone in the room. Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. 

✓ Covid-19: students will be REQUIRED TO WEAR FACE COVERINGS IN THE CLASSROOM 
✓ Be ready to participate. If a student actively contributes worthwhile commentary to the discussions in this 

classroom, each will be rewarded with higher grades through the application of extra credit points.  
✓ The following items are FORBIDDEN in our classroom:  

➢ Standard: food and drinks (except bottled water), 

➢ Covid-19: students will be permitted to eat breakfast in the classroom prior to class. 
➢ the wearing of hats or hoods,  
➢ anything that may take anyone’s attention away from the goals of our class.  

THE GRAY AREA – MOBILE DEVICES MAY BE USED: 
➢ for music (please avoid using Wi-Fi) when students are QUIETLY WORKING INDIVIDUALLY 
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➢ during discussions where the opportunity to learn more and teach the class new information.  

POWERDOWN: THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED DURING ASSESSMENTS.  
CLEARER EXPECTATIONS FOR ACCEPTABLE USAGE WILL BE DISCUSSED IN CLASS. 

✓ Check our class web site regularly. The site is typically up-to-date and filled with useful tools, study materials, and 
due dates. Our web site is like our classroom’s subconscious mind. While we communicate consciously in class, our 
exchanges would be enhanced by a collectively better unconscious gathering of multiple engaging, complex sources 
of information. 

 

Homework and Class Work Policy: 
 THERE IS HOMEWORK EVERY NIGHT FOR THIS CLASS. 
 Visit the class web page regularly. There are ideas and solutions in this subconscious mind of our classroom.  
 Actively reading, analyzing, and documenting findings from independently assigned fiction and nonfiction sources 

is like a daily bowel movement. Without doing it, the student should feel some mild discomfort at first. If 
constipation ensues, the student should expect to suffer greatly before finding relief. The goal is to read and digest 
nutritious information and discard data that does not matter to the reader; all research entails (not entrails) knee-
high amounts of the latter. 

 CLASS WORK vs. HOMEWORK: Class Work assignments are given with no deadline because it is impossible to 
predict precisely when a unit will come to a close. At least 2 days will be allowed to finish assignments once a unit 
is complete. To avoid being overwhelmed, students are encouraged to take copious notes during class and work 
with class materials nightly to proactively construct describing maps, plotlines, concept maps, etc. Therefore, Class 
Work assignments are recommended to be treated like Homework assignments. Students who do not heed this 
advice commonly find themselves frantically struggling to graduate, and some, unfortunately, despite all the 
instructor’s efforts, do not make it. 

 Students will be expected to read and complete assignments at home NIGHTLY. 
 We all have deadlines and expectations to meet, so spend your time completing work rather than dreaming up 

flimsy excuses (try redirecting those skills toward writing a work of fiction).  
o Standard: School policy allows 3 days to make up any work when returning from an absence. It is 

expected that students will consult the class web page (the subconscious collection of our class) for notes, 
assignments, and supplemental materials, especially during extended absences, then email the instructor 
with any questions. It is the student’s responsibility to stay in contact; just don’t disappear and help is 
always available. 

o Covid-19: To begin the school year, students will have one week to complete all assignments. 
 LATE WORK: “Time is money.” –Ben Franklin; “The lack of money is the root of all evil.” –Mark Twain; “Budget the time to do your 

work.” –Mr. Furguson 
o Any assignment submitted after an explicit deadline will immediately lose 30% of the assignment’s worth.  
o Each day after that will result in the forfeiture of another 5% until it is worth 0%. It is still in the best 

interest of the student to still complete the assignment(s) as no extra credit will be awarded to any 
student missing assignments.  

o While tardiness in completing daily assignments may be subject to excuse, the completion of projects with 
due dates occurring toward the end of the semester, after having been established at the beginning of the 
semester, will at once only be worthy of a 70% maximum and penalty fees will be applied.  

 

Reading Requirements: 
 

 In addition to everything being read by the class as a whole, students are also required to read on their own 
and practice the skills we develop in as part of the “American Author Focus”, which involves a novel and 
research. (See novel list on page 4.) There will also be assignments throughout this course where the 
instructor and students will bring outside materials that interest us into the classroom.  

 We will be reading in class every day. The instructor will read to the class, and students will read to 
themselves as well as to their classmates. 

 If students EVER have the notion that there is no homework for the class, they should consult the following 
“Projects” section. It is the instructor’s expectation that students are actively working on their projects by 
READING EVERY NIGHT FOR SELF-ASSIGNED HOMEWORK. Despite this, assistance will be provided 
during the course of the semester toward the completion of the project. 

 
Projects:  
 

 “BEING AMERICAN”: This semester-long project is the circulatory system of the class. It is an opportunity 
for students to take part in a microcosm of American politics. It will involve reading, researching, critical 
thinking, planning, collaborating, and presenting of American poetry focused on America. Students will work 
in groups while considering their own individual places within American society as it is currently as well as 
the future. Individually, students will document their efforts and experiences throughout the semester and 
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create a Reflective Narrative before the conclusion of the course and create and revise their own poetry on 
America. Many more details will be forthcoming. 

 “AUTHOR FOCUS”: Students will select a novel from the class sets of books NLHS offers for the American 
Literature course (see page 4) and READ IT INDEPENDENTLY as well as have opportunities to work within 
groups of their peers reading the same work. As part of the preparation for and inclusion in the final 
product—a paper focused on the author and his/her work—students will be instructed and guided daily and 
will be provided with multiple opportunities to perform research into the author’s life, times, and other 
works.  
 

Presentations: 
 Students (in groups) will be expected to present a lesson to their peers on at least one poem from the “Being 

American” project. 
 

Classroom Behavior: 
I have very high expectations for every individual in our classroom, as well as our class as a whole. However, this is not 
my first endeavor in a high school classroom, and I am fully aware that on any given day someone may require some 
disciplinary action. In case you are or may be considering disrupting our class in the future, you should expect one or 
more of the following actions on my part: 

 

 Verbal Warning 
 Personal Meeting 
 Parent Contact  
 Meeting with Parent(s) and an Administrator 
 Office Referral  

 

Extra Help: 
Standard: My door is always open for extra help. I am typically available before after school and, in emergency cases, 
during 3rd period. However, extra help will only be given if scheduled in advance. My schedule will be posted 
outside the classroom.  
 

Covid-19: While the above information is still applicable, for at least the first four weeks, students will be able to 

reach out for extra help through email, as well as through Google Meet by appointment, which can be scheduled 

through email: bfurguson@lincoln.k12.nc.us or over the phone: (704) 736 – 1017, extension 61209. 
 

Suggested Materials for Class: 
➢ 3-ring binder notebook to be kept and maintained throughout the course of the semester. Having a loose-leaf 

binder is preferred since it allows for the addition and removal of papers at your convenience. You should plan 
to have multiple sections that will be suggested as the semester progresses. Some ideas for those divider 
headings can be found in the content of this syllabus. 

➢ Pen or pencil every day. 
➢ Remember to ALWAYS BRING materials that you are reading independently. 
 

Grading Policy: 
 Tests, papers, and projects are usually worth 50 – 200 pts.  
 Quizzes are typically worth 5 – 45 pts.  
 Homework and class work are worth anywhere from 5 – 25 pts. 
 Papers and projects may be valued anywhere from 100 – 300 points. 
 PARTICIPATION IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED! You have the opportunity to gain and/or lose these 

points every day. Extra credit is awarded to those who offer valuable commentary to the class. 
 Deductions can occur for any of, but are not limited to, the following reasons: 

 Being unprepared (-1 to -5 points; i.e.: failure to be prepared with books, notebooks, writing utensil, 
etc.) 

 Disruptive behavior (-1 to -20 points; i.e.: holding personal conversations while others are speaking to 
the class, failure to follow procedures correctly on a consistent basis, making noise while the class is 
working quietly, etc.) 

 Students may also receive extra credit points by answering challenging questions specifically designated for 
extra credit (written and/or verbal), finding and presenting new information of interest to the class, or simply 
contributing to the classroom experience in a positive manner that surpasses my expectations. 

 

Grading Program: 
As educators, we understand parents and students are interested in following up on graded items and wish to 
know how grades are calculated and the impact that each assignment has on the overall average for classes. North 
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Carolina and now Lincoln County are offering parents and students the opportunity to sign up for PowerSchool to 
check student grades. I expect students and parents alike to monitor grades closely and bring any concerns or 
questions to my attention. With this in mind, please allow a few weeks for larger projects, such as the “American 
Author Focus”. Grading papers is the most daunting task for English instructors, especially when we are striving to 
give students written feedback that will aid their improvement in the future. 
 

Communication: 
Anyone wishing to contact the instructor, may choose one of the following: 

1. School email: bfurguson@lincoln.k12.nc.us 
▪ As we are all busy, this is the preferred method, at least initially. 

2. Canvas: students and parents can use this site to communicate with teachers and staff, as well access 
resources, assignments, and due dates. 

3. Phone: (704) 736 – 1017 ext. 61209 
▪ I am available before school (7:15 am), during planning my period (11:19– 1:23), and after 

school (until 4 pm). 
4. Face-to-Face (masked)/Google Meet: please use one of the previously stated modes to schedule a 

meeting. 
 

English 3 Reading List 
 

“American Author Focus” Project Book Choices (Students will choose 1 from the list) 
   
Ray Bradbury Fahrenheit 451 Fiction/Novel* 
Kate Chopin 
Sandra Cisneros  
Stephen Crane 
F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Joseph Heller 
Toni Morrison  
J.D. Salinger  
John Steinbeck  
Mark Twain  
Edith Wharton 
Amy Tan 
Tim O’Brien 
Ernest Gaines 
Lorraine Hansberry 

The Awakening 
House on Mango Street  
The Red Badge of Courage 
The Great Gatsby 
The Scarlet Letter 
Catch 22 
A Mercy 
Catcher in the Rye 
Of Mice and Men 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Ethan Frome 
The Joy Luck Club 
The Things They Carried 
A Lesson Before Dying 
A Raisin in the Sun 

Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Novel* 
Fiction/Play* 
 

*The above list is limited to class sets on the North Lincoln High campus. There are MANY more options for 
this project. Each novel must be approved by the instructor. 

 

Works To Be Read As A Class 
“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin      short story 
 “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” by Joyce Carol Oates  short story 
Excerpts from Henry V by William Shakespeare     drama  
Excerpts from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave  autobiography 
Excerpts from “Resistance to Civil Government” (Civil Disobedience)  
by Henry David Thoreau        essay 
Excerpts from Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson    essay 
Various Selections from Walt Whitman, Langston Hughes, Robert Frost,  
Emily Dickinson, Claude McKay, Phillis Wheatley, Randall Jarrell,  
Maya Angelou, Herman Melville       poetry 

 

 

 

 

**PLEASE READ, COMPLETE, AND RETURN THE FOLLOWING PAGE (5) BY THE 

WEEK OF AUGUST 31ST, TO RECEIVE YOUR 6 EMERGENCY PASSES.** 

mailto:bfurguson@lincoln.k12.nc.us
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**PARENTS/GUARDIANS and STUDENTS, PLEASE READ, COMPLETE, INITIAL, SIGN, 

DETACH, and RETURN ONLY THIS ENTIRE PAGE BY THE WEEK OF AUGUST 31ST. 
 

 

STUDENT NAME:           
     (Please print)  

 

Parent or Guardian Name:          
      (Please print) 

 

To the PARENT(S) or GUARDIAN(S):   *PARENTS/GUARDIANS, Please Sign  

Your Initials on Each Line Below* 

         
I have read and understood the course syllabus for this class:          

 

 

I understand that my child is responsible for any grade he/she receives, as the teacher does  

not just give out random grades (all grades are averaged out to arrive at a final grade  

for each term, which you are strongly encouraged to monitor with the use of PowerSchool.):   

               

 

I understand I must ask my child for the necessary username and password to access 

PowerSchool to view my child’s grades and access assignments on Canvas:     

  

 

I have viewed the “READING LIST” and have no conflict with any of the works to be  

read by my child in this class:               

 

 

I understand that I may contact the school at any time to speak with Mr. Furguson or  

leave a voice mail for him to return my call. I may also utilize the messaging system in  

Canvas or use the school email address to contact him regarding any questions/ 

concerns I may have:             
 

* PARENTS/GUARDIANS and STUDENTS, PLEASE SIGN AND DATE BELOW: * 

 

I, parent/guardian of __________________________, understand all of the above and will do my best to 

keep tabs on my child regarding his/her grades by utilizing the PowerSchool program. I am also aware 

that Mr. Furguson will only accept late work under extenuating circumstances, and he does not accept 

verbal or written excuses. He will only accept a phone call from a parent or guardian with a valid reason 

why the work is late (see “Homework and Class Work Policy” above). 

 

Date:       

 

Parent or Guardian Signature:         

 

Student Signature:           

 

**PLEASE RETURN THIS ENTIRE PAGE BY THE WEEK OF AUGUST 31ST** 

YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE YOUR 6 PASSES FOR THE SEMESTER UNTIL IT IS 

RECEIVED. 
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St udent s must  be in t he door  

BEFORE t he bel l  r ings or  t hey 

wil l  be count ed Tar dy 

 
1st & 2nd Tardy    Warning 
 

3rd Tardy      Parent Contact 
 

4th Tardy  Teacher 
Determined 
Consequence 

 

5th Tardy      Office Referral 


